Trong long toi, ho la nhirng ngwoi cha can trwong.
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C6 thé lac 4y, ho van 12 nhitng chang trai doc than mang ng nudc trén vai va no tinh trong tim, cam stng
1én duong xong pha vao chién tuyén.

C6 thé lc 4y, ho d3 1 nhitg nguoi cha nhung chua hé biét miat dira con tho ctia minh con dang nam
trong bung me.

Ho da manh mé gat tinh riéng, tir biét vo dai con tho ra di theo tiéng goi thiéng liéng "T6 Qubc — Danh
Dy — Trach Nhiém" vang vang trong tdm tudng ctia nhitng ngudi trai thoi chién.

Pi ¢6 lac toi tmg mudn lich st ngii yén!

Quay ngugc dong ky (rc dé 1am gi khi luc 4y ching t6i chi 1a nhitng dira tré?

Khoéng ai yéu thich chién tranh, nhung néu hiéu rd vé& mot cudc chién, hiéu rd duoc su can truong cua
nhitng nguoi linh Viét Nam Cong Hoa, hiéu rd duge "tim véc" cta ho trong doi mat va suy nghi tir
nhitng ngoi but chan chinh khip noi trén thé gidi, toi tin minh s& trudng thanh hon.

Ho6m nay, toi mudn viét vé cam xtic ctia minh khi doc bai viét "Heroic Allies" cua tac gia Harry F. Noyes
III. Téac gia 1a mot cuu chién binh Hoa Ky ting chién d4u tai Viét Nam trong quéin ching Khong Quén.
Sau cudc chién tré vé, ong ldy duoc vin bang cao hoc vé Nghién Ciru A Chau tir truong Pai Hoc Hawaii.
Bai nay (Heroic Allies) duoc ding trong tap chi Vietnam, s6 thang 8, 1993.

"They were small, talked in sing-song squeaks, put a smelly fish sauce on their food, and often held
hands with each other".

Ong Noyes bt dau bai viét cia minh bing mot cu nhu vay: "Ho (ngudi linh VNCH) véc dang nho con,
n6i chuyén liu lo nhu chim hét, wa thém nude mam vao moi mén an, va thuong hay nim tay nhau".
Chinh nhiing diéu la 1dm, thiéu hiéu biét vé xtr s&, vé vin hoa ctia mot dat nude, mot dan toc v6i nhimg
con ngudi xa la nay da khién cho da sb nhitng ngudi linh vién chinh My kho long thong cam véi nhimg
ngudi ma ho bat dic di goi la "dong minh", nhitng nguoi linh Viét Nam Cong Hoa.

Va r6i tir sy thiéu thong cam nay dan dén nhing ky thi, nhitg dénh gia thiéu cong bang cho Quan Doi
Mién Nam Viét Nam, d@)ng thoi cling 14 hinh thie bao bién cho su bo roi "déng minh" mdt cach phii
phang, néu khong mudn néi 1a "vé nhan dao" ctia Quan Doi Hoa Ky.

Vi dau tinh bau muon thoi
Bau gieo tieng dit cho roi bdu ra



T6i nhé dén hai ciu ca dao trén va bt gidc mim cudi chua chat. Oi, nhiing cau ca dao Viét sao ma ding
tir ngan xua cho t¢i ngan sau.

Nhitng diéu 6ng Noyes viét, khong phai chung ta chua timg nghe, timg doc trudce ddy vé nhing t6i danh
ma truyén thong My da "gieo tiéng dit" cho Quan Doi Mién Nam Viét Nam nhu "bat tai, phan tric va
hén nhét vv va vv". Tuy nhién, ong d 1ap luan gdy gon va dua ra nhiing bang chiing hét sirc xac dang
"timg quan diém mot" dé so sanh va phan tich vi thé va kha ning tac chién cua Quan Lyc Viét Nam
Cong Hoa véi nhitng doi quan khac trén thé gidi bao gdm Quan Lyc Hoa Ky thoi chién tranh Doc Lap
ctia Hoa Ky (American War of Independence) voi nuéc Anh Vi Pai (The Great Britain) vao cudi thé ky
18.

Theo 6ng Noyes, trong cudc Chién Tranh Cach Mang (Revolutionary War) 4y, Quan Doi My da ¢6 nhiéu
thuan loi hon Quan Poi Mién Nam Viét Nam & nhitng diém sau:

« Quy mo ctia cudc chién 4y nho hon va dé chi phdi hon (khac v6i Chién Tranh Viét Nam tuy chiu tiéng
1a "ndi da x4o thit" nhung thuc chat chinh 1a mot cudc ddi dau giira hai khdi tu tuéng chinh tri giy anh
huong toan cau: Chu Nghia Tu Ban va Chii Nghia Cong San)

« Qua trinh thudc dia Hoa Ky da gitp hinh thanh dugc nhitng chinh quyén tu phét dia phuong, cho phép
dét nudce nay hun dtic nén nhitng vi 1anh ty tai ba that sy (trong khi Mién Nam Viét Nam chi 12 mot nén
Cong Hoa dang phat trién, méi vira thoat khoi ach thudc dia Phap lai phai lao dau ngay vao mét cude
chién sinh tir véi mot d6i thu hung manh dugc cd mot khéi Cong San ho tro phia sau)

« Quan Anh khéng qua ngoan c6 nhu Cong San Bic Viét.

« Quan dong minh Phap thoi by gio d khong bo roi nude My non tré nhu kiéu ngudi My bo roi Mién
Nam Viét Nam.

Chung ta hiy cing v6i ong Noyes diém qua mot vai tran danh sau day dé ngam ngui chiu tiéng oan "bat
tai, phan tric, va hén nhat" ciing véi nhitng nguoi linh Quan Lyc Viét Nam Cong Hoa:

Tran Tong Cong Kich Tét Mau Than 1968, Cong San Mién Bic tudng rang s& dap tan duoc y chi chién
d4u ciia Nam Viét. Tuy nhién, thay vi bo cudc, Quan Doi Mién Nam Viét Nam d3 khang cy manh liét
va hitu hiéu: khong mot don vi ndo tan ri hay thédo chay. Ngay ca canh st ciing chién du, ho dwong dau
v6i quan chinh quy di phuong trang bi bang vii khi hiing hau véi chi bang nhitng khiu siing cam tay.
Dura theo bao céo, sau tran nay, tinh than chién dau ctia ngudi mién Nam déang cao, s6 ngudi xin ding
linh cao dén ndi chinh quyén ciia qudc gia nay phai dinh hodn bt viéc thu nhan thém tan binh.

Trong cudc Téng Tén Cong nam 72, lyc luong tri phong cua Quan Boi Mién Nam Viét Nam bj vay ham
tai An Loc d gitr vimg dugc vi tri ctia minh trude mot lyc luong ghé gém ciia quan thu ca vé nguoi 1an
héa luc kinh hon cua dai phéao va hda tién. Chung ta da doc rat nhiéu, da nghe rat nhiéu nhitng hdi ky vé
Tran An Loc tir nhitng nhan chimg séng nguoi Viét. Thiét tuong nay dudi mot goc nhin khach quan ciia
mdt nghién ctru gia nguoi My di timg gép mat trong cude chién, liéu ndi oan ctia ho ¢é rira duge ching?
Sau tran nay, 6ng Noyes ké da duoc tiép xtic voi mot ¢ van My dé nghe tudng thuét lai mau chuyén
mot tiéu doi linh VNCH trong vung dugc I¢nh thanh todn ba chién xa, dd hanh dong nhu thé nao. Ho ha
duoc mot chiée, roi quyét dinh tim cach bat séng hai chiéc con lai. "Theo t6i nhd thi ho chdp dugc mot
chiéc con mot chiée bo chay, thé 1a may nguoi linh chay bo ruot theo dén cubi duong".

Ong Noyes cho rang viéc thi hanh thuong 1énh ctia may ngudi linh nay c6 thé khong dang tac phong
quan ky, nhung 16i hanh xir cho thiy tinh than chién ddu cao ciia ho va thé chu dong ma moi binh si
VNCH déu c6.

Cho dén nam 1975 khi Qudc Hoi My dd quyét dinh khong ra tay ciru gitip VNCH thém nira vé ca nhién
liéu 1an dan dugc, thé ma mot don vi quan VNCH tam cd mdt su doan da cam chan dugc bon su doan
BV trong sudt hai tuan giao tranh 4c 1iét tai Xuan Loc. Mot choi bon! Theo 6ng Noyes, chi riéng mdt



tran ndy thoi sy anh diing con ndi bat hon bat ky mot chién cong nao c6 thé tim thay trong chién sir Hoa
Ky. Nhung... ngdm ngui thay, d6i quan Mién Nam sau d6 danh phai lui binh vi Khong Quan ciia ho
khong con bom dé yém trg.

Pén day, t6i mudn ban hiy doc mot doan bang nguyén ban tiéng Anh ciia 6ng Noyes:

Remember: the United States had cut aid to South Vietnam drastically in 1974, months before the final
enemy offensive. As a result, only a little fuel and ammunition were being sent to South Vietnam. South
Vietnamese air and ground vehicles were immobilized by lack of spare parts. Troops went into battle
without batteries for their radios, and their medics lacked basic supplies. South Vietnamese rifles and
artillery pieces were rationed to three rounds of ammunition per day in the last months of the war.

The situation was so bad that even the North Viethamese commander who conquered South Vietnam,
General Van Tien Dung, admitted his enemy’s mobility and firepower had been cut in half. Aside from
the direct physical effect, we must take into account the impact this impoverishment had on South
Vietnamese soldiers” morale.

Boi vi t6i e s¢ ban s& khong tin toi néu nhu luge dich nhitng didu nay qua tiéng Viét.

T6i da khoc khi doc dén day!

T6i da khoc cho mdt quan doi bét hanh khi hinh dung ra 6ng ngoai toi, bd t6i, cac cha bac cua toi, hai
cdu t6i cung biét bao dong ddi ctia ho da phai chién déu trong mot hoan canh tdi té nhu vay. Boi vi co
hai thr ma mot nguoi linh can nhat trén mat tran d6 1a vii khi va tinh than. Tinh than thi van cao ngét,
nhung vii khi va sy ho tro tir "déng minh" thi can kiét. Thuong thay!

Hai luan diém quan trong nhit ma 6ng Noyes di ding dé minh chung cho y chi chién d4u kién cuong
ctia quin nhan Mién Nam va dé thay rd sy that bai va d6 18i ctia nguoi My tai Viét Nam nhu sau:

Thir nhat: Chién tranh Viét Nam da khoi sy khoang bay nam trude khi lyc lugng Hoa Ky chinh thirc d6
bd va sau d6 lai tiép tuc thém ching 5 nim sau khi quan My rat di. Quan doi Mién Nam Viét Nam da-
van-va ludn ludn kién cuong chién dau, khong ai khac hon!

Tha hai: Quan doi Mién Nam Viét Nam bi thuong vong mot phﬁn tu triéu binh si trén chién truong.
Theo "ti 1¢ dan s&" thi trong duong hai triéu linh My chét (mot con sb gap doi ton that cia M trong tat
ca cac chién tranh gop lai).

Vi vay, néu cho rﬁng Quan boi Mién Nam hén nhat va khong chiu chién d4u thi tai sao ho lai hy sinh
nhiéu nhu vay?

Tuy nhién con c6 mot luan diém nita trong bai viét ma 6ng Noyes da noi dén khong chut tranh né khién
cho t6i vo cung vi né d6 1a khi ong phan tich vé su "bat tai va hoang loan, vé dong théi bo chay" trén
chién trudng.

Ong dan chimg bang nhitng mau chuyén sau:

"Khi mot phu nit Anh hoi vién cong tudc xr Wellington rang linh Anh c6 bao gio bo chay trén chién
truong khong?"

Vién cong tudc dap, "Ngoai chién truong ngudi linh nao ciing ¢6 bo chay ca, thua ba".

Cudc Noi Chién (Civil War) cua nuée My ciing da cho théy su can truong 1an so hii lién tuc trdi 1én sut
xu6ng. Nhitng don vi ctia c4 hai phe Confederate 1an Union déu c6 lic xong pha rat hing hai va rdi co



lac phai "b6 chay" trude hoa lyc kinh hdn trude khi tap hop lai tiép tuc chién ddu. Ho ciing c6 luc giao
dong chay tan loan noi mot chién trudng qua dim mau.

Hoac nhu trong Thé Chién Thir Hai, khi cam tu quan Nhat vira tan cong vira ho hét da khién cho mét
don vi bg binh Hoa ky hoang hot "bé chay", trong khi don vi thir hai tru lai quyét chién va sau khi tiéu
diét doi cam tr quan Nhat gom 10 tén thi mai biet da s6 quan Nhat khong c6 vii khi.

Ong két luan rang, néu mot bién c6 don thuan khong thé dem ra ma gan cho ca quan lyc Hoa Ky 1 hén
nhat, thi thinh thodng c6 su tan hang ciia mot vai ngudi linh hay tudng 1anh VNCH cling khong c6 nghia
1a tit ca chién binh mién Nam déu hén nhat.

Riéng toi, toi ty hoi: tim guong ctia Ngii HO Tudng tuan tiét trong gid phit thir 25 ciing véi biét bao
Quan Dan Can Chinh Mién Nam Viét Nam kién cudng & lai cing qué huong, sin sang dbi mit véi sy
tra tht hén ha ciia Cong San trong cac trai tu tir Nam ra Béc, nhiing diéu ndy mang y nghia gi ddi véi
truyén thong mot chidu ciia nudec My?

Ving ving dau day 10i tinh ca ai viét sao t6i nghe nhu mot cau hoi day dit:

Em ru gi, loi ru cho da nui
Da nui tdt nguyén, veét seo thoi gian.

Biét bao gid thoi gian méi x6a nhoa va xoa diu vét thuong chién tranh trong 10ng ho, nhitng nguoi cha
can truong cua thé hé ching t61?

Nguyén Diém Nga
(Nguyén Diém Nga la di nit ciia mot si quan cdp Ta, tot nghiép Khéa 17 Truong VBOGVN, tirng phuc
vu trong Binh chung TQLC va sau do la Qudn chung Khong Qudn — da qud vang)

Tai liéu tham khao:

Nguyén ban: “Heroic Allies” by Harry F. Noyes III. Tap chi Vietnam, s thang 8,
1993.http://www.vietamericanvets.com/page-records-heroicallies.htm

Ban dich: “Ddng Minh Can Truong” — Khuyét Danh



